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God can not be sculptured and installed in temples

God is beyond Maya, God is self-created

Let us sing praises of God, the treasure housk wfegits and virtues
To earn his respect

To get rid of pain

To be in blissful joy

The one who follows the Guru, the light that lifsthe melody of God in us
Enjoys the primordial sound, the unstruck celesfila¢ration

Is blessed with the supreme knowledge

Realizes the all pervasiveness of God

Guru is Issar, Guru is Gorakh, Guru is Brahma aodu@ Parvati
Even if | know; | cannot describe

Nanak says, O Guru, bless me with the understaratidgesolve

To always carry in my heart

love for God

who provides for all.

It sometimes appears that God is abused in thiddw@od has been treated
sometimes as super human and at other times asiraalaa bird and what not. The
way mankind treats God is a classic example of tipp and double talk. In one
breath they say God is the creator, in the secoedtlv they themselves become the
creator of God. On the one hand they say God isicribable, on the other hand they
start capturing God into some weird sculptures.

In the fifth stanza of Jap, Guru nails this hypsgriln India, God was/is sculptured
out of stones or rocks and installed in templesworship [1]. Guru discards and
repudiates this idea, as usual, with logic. Sinaa @& Niranjan, the one who is
beyond Maya, beyond the illusionary creations a$ tworld, so God cannot be
captured into a sculptured shape or idol. No omeareate someone who is the one
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and only source of all creations. God is self-@databeer hits at this hypocrisy
from another angle when he says that if this idolfsture is really the all powerful
God, then how come it is helpless when the scukitumsults it by standing on its
chest.
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GGS, Page 479
(The sculpturist chisels this idol by sitting oniftit is really a God, then how come it
tolerates this insult.)

Bhagat Namdev has also picked up this hypocrisgtiticism in his verses.
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(You respect one stone to the point of worship, tetmean the other stone by
standing on it. How come one stone is god and atheot. So | do not worship any
stone, says Namdev, | only worship God)

Guru advises us that instead of indulging in thjgderisy we should rather focus on
singing and listening to the praises of almightydGeith a heart full of love and
respect. This will help us get rid of all painsaar life. Guru makes an important
point here that we should not miss. Guru says shatce of joy is appreciating the
virtues of God. This is totally different from whiailmans believe in and practice. It is
a considered view in all societies that worldly seEssion, being rich, powerful and
famous, living a luxurious life, having good headthd similar other pursuits are the
fountain heads of joy and pleasures in life. Butugives us a totally different recipe
of joy in life.

As per this recipe, if we appreciate the virtuessofi, sing and listen to his praises,
we will be able to eradicate all pain in our lifedajoy will bloom in our heart for
ever. This recipe has links to the statement madthe first stanza of Jap. If we
remember, in the first stanza of Jap, Guru explams when we follow the dictates
of our mind and start accumulating wealth and ottendly pursuits, we start to sink
into the marsh of falsehood. All this leads us iat@icious cycle of suffering. We
don’t have to go far to find examples of people véne reeling in severe agony and
pain even though they have achieved all that arageeman is making frantic efforts
to achieve as a panacea for all his pains andrswjte As we all know suicides by
celebrities is not uncommon. Guru has warned hutyiaagainst things that
psychiatrists and psychologists are now discoverifge real and everlasting
happiness is in focusing our life on appreciatibthe virtues of God. Guru explains
this from another angle in the verse known as Sodar
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(It is very hard to admire the True name of God,ibudon’t | cease to live. When |
am able to develop an appetite for the True nam&ad, the satisfaction of this
appetite relieves me of all the pains in my life)

All of us have “appetites” in life; some have it fmoney, some for power, and others
for sex. The list can go on and on. This hungenature is insatiable and leads to
many types of sufferings. However, the hunger fodG true name is a rare blessing
that can lead to joy in life.

In the fourth line of this stanza, Guru explainss tlecipe further by telling us how to
sing praises of God. In this line the term Gurmulkis been used for the first time in
GGS. Though this term is a subject in itself, itlwe pertinent to mention in brief
that this once again takes us back to the firstzstaf Jap. Gumukh is a person who
has disciplined his mind to follow the teachingsGafru.[3] Instead of following the
dictates of his mind, his mind follows the dictatd<Guru. However the grammatical
form of the word tells us that it has not been usg@ noun, but as an adverb. It tells
us what happens on being a Gurmukh.

Guru says “when a person listens to Guru, the whelald vibrates with
manifestation of God.” [4] Then Guru sa$iwhen a person listens to Guru, he is
blessed with the ultimate wisdom.” Guru furthersayhen a person listens to Guru,
he understands the all pervasiveness of God.”

Singing of God'’s praises is the natural concomiteénfollowing the teachings of the
Guru. We must note here that a common perceptiangrBikhs is that when we sing
verses from Guru Granth Sahib in a Gurudwara, wesanging praises of God. This
could be wrong, this could be right. Guru givestlus test here. If listening to the
verses disciplines our mind and our heart vibraiés the manifest existence of God,
then it works. But if our mind overpowers us themamt after the singing stops or
even before that, then this is of no use.

In the fifth line Guru refers to the famous deit@Hinduism such as Brahma, Shiva,
Gorakh and Parvati. The idols of these deities arahy others are installed in
temples as Gods for worship. Guru repudiates thieept and tells us that Guru, the
ultimate knowledge, replaces all these deities.s€hgeities of Hindu religion have
been accorded special functions such as creatmeratton and destructions in this
universe. There are specific details about theictions in religious books of Hindus.

In the next line Guru repudiates this by saying #hgen if he has realized God, he
cannot describe Him. This statement occurs almostwery page of GGS. We will

try to understand it in more detail as we procegthér in our understanding of Jap.

The last line of this stanza is a prayer for amgimsfrom Guru. An insight that God is
the only giver or provider for the whole world. $his an extremely important
statement from Guru. It looks simple at the surfagehas depths of the ocean in it.
Have a look around, and we will find that there mu@ny who claim to be the source
of support for humanity. From a small family toaagde nation, we have a long list of
people who claim to be the bread winners for ththey support. People in the
developed world feel that numerous lives in thedthworld countries are dependent
on their generosity. They have statistical datasupport their assertion. All these
statistics are an attempt to turn their back fromtruth that God is the only provider
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for entire humanity. The moment they accept thigthtr the dirty politics and
chicanery of diplomacy is exposed [5].

Notes

1. Recently in India a new God has been inventeds the Goddess of Aids. Its
temples have been established in Southern Indid.idais of this Goddess have been
installed in temples.

2. 1 will be failing in my duty if | do not mentiohere a practice among Sikhs of
installing Guru Granth Sahib as Guru in the GurudwaThis has striking similarities
with the practice amount Hindus of installing destin temples. Guru does not require
installing anywhere in the world.

3. When | say Guru tells us this, | do not meanu@danak the person who existed in
this world from 1469 to 1539, but the ultimate kiedge that is never born and will
never die.

4. When Walt Whitman'’s heart was full of praiseydcand appreciation of God, he
bursts into the poem “I hear America Singing”.



